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The share per child has also continued to grow from $72 1n 1977 to $251
In 1983. The following table summarizes these trends:

Fiscal Year              Child Count          Funding                 Share Per Child

1977...........    3,485,000       $ 251,769,927                  $ 7Z

1978...........     3,561.000           566,030,074                      159  -

1979...........    3,700,000           804,000,000                      217

1980...........     3,803,000           874,500,000                      230

1981...........     3,941,000           874,500,000                      222

1982...........     3,990,000           931,008,000                      233

1983...........     4,063,000        1,017,900,000                      251

The Federal government provides only a small proportion, about 8 percent,
of the excess cost of providing services to handicapped children* In
November 1981, the Department of Education published the results of a major
study est 1 mating the cost of spedal educat 1 on (KakalIk et a 1., 1981).
Data from that study collected 1n 1977-78 estimated that the nationwide
expenditures for the "added cost" of special education were over $7 billion,
The total cost of special education and related services per handicapped
child served 1n 1977-78 was $3,577, 2.17 times greater than the cost of
regular education per nonhandlcapped child. The added cost of special
education and related services above the cost of regular education was an
estimated $1,927 per handicapped child served. Figures from the Education
Department's budget indicate that this excess cost will be about $3,100 In
FY 1984. Of course, there are great differences 1n excess cost depending
on the child's age, handicapping condition, type of placement, etc. For
example, in 1977-78 the excess cost for providing special education and
related services to a handicapped child ranged from $603 for a speech
Impaired child to $8,014 for a functionally blind child (Kakallk, et al.,
1981).

Over the past several years a number of studies have been conducted of the
Implementation of this program. At the time that P.L. 94-142 was passed
the Bureau of Education for the Handicapped undertook a series of planning
and evaluation studies aimed at monitoring progress 1n Implementing the act
and documenting problems 1n its Implementation.

The most comprehensive of the studies undertaken was the Longitudinal Study
of the Impact of P.L. 94-142 on a select number of local educational
agencies (SRI, 1982). The fifth and final report of that study was completed
during FY 1983. This study indicates that since the law went Into effect,
progress has been made 1n Implementing its requirements. While LEAs were
first concerned with coming into procedural compliance, attention later
focused on expanding the scope and comprehensiveness of special education
programs and related services. The State grant program has also Increased
parents' awareness of their rights under P.L. 94-142, The report also